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Each year, an average of 600 or 700
calls for help are received by

Madawaska Ambulance Service, serving
the 4,000 citizens of Madawaska. The
calls are answered by a crew of 12, half of
whom work part-time, ranging from
EMTstoParamedics.Full-timepersonnel
work a 24-hour shift, followed by 48
hours off, providing response around the
clock. The service maintains two fully-
stocked ambulances, based at the
Madawaska Public Safety complex. The
latter is also home to the volunteer Fire
Department, and the two agencies pool
their resources and equipment for
specialty rescue operations.

Madawaska Ambulance crews often
respond to cardiac and respiratory
emergencies, especially with Madawaska’s
significant elderly population, some
residing at home and others in assisted
living and nursing home facilities. But
there are also a variety of other
emergencies, including motor vehicle
accidents with injuries ranging in severity.

For many years, Madawaska
Ambulance crews have also been happy to
provide other community services such
as standing by at local school basketball
and soccer games, and conducting blood
pressure clinics at residential facilities.

They have also organized a 2016 EMS

Week trade show at the Public Safety
complex,andhavebeenbusybrainstorming
plans with area colleagues for what is
hoped will be the first annual Aroostook
Region V EMS Expo, designed for current
emergency responders and to attract the
attention of potential recruits, from all
over Aroostook county and beyond,
including their Canadian counterparts. It
will be held this year in Madawaska, slated
for August 27 and 28. In addition to trade
vendors and networking, there will be a
symposium on responders’ own health and
wellness,aswellas trainingandeducational
opportunities for area EMS personnel,
according to Madawaska Ambulance
Service Assistant Director Eric Cyr. A
Paramedic and also a Registered Nurse,
Cyr stresses the importance of making
EMS training and continuing education
opportunities accessible in the community.
He traces his own interest to his dad, who
was a local EMT for over 35 years.

“I took a class in the 90s, and I was
hooked!” he said.

Learning opportunities at the 2016 Expo
will range from hands-on training with
Zoll and LifePak monitors, to a LifeFlight
of Maine Ground Safety Course, to
Pediatric Advanced Life Support Made
Fun and Easy. More information can be
found on their Facebook page.
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REGION FIVE

(L to R): Kris Albert, AEMT; Brian Stoliker, AEMT; Matt Russell, EMT-B; Mike Dumond,

EMT-P; Eric Cyr EMT-P, RN BSN; Director Dan Chasse, EMT-P, Kelly Cross, AEMT;

Dave Pelletier, AEMT; Training Coordinator Percy Thibeault, EMT-P; Jessica Pelletier,

EMT-P, Pierrette Soucy, Driver; Linda Pelletier, EMT-B


