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The Maine EMS
community remembers...

January 30, 1992

November 19, 1993

November 19, 1993

January 27, 1996

August 3, 1998

July 5, 2007

Richard Farrar

Donald MacIntyre

Robert Washington

Don Martin

Peter Carbonneau

ALlan Parsons

April 8, 2012

Peter LARLEE
March 2, 2o16

Clang - Clang - Clang - Clang - Clang
The tolling of the bell interrupted the

uncomfortable, distraught silence in the
packed church. We were gathered to mourn
the death of Captain Peter Larlee, who died
in the line of duty on March 2, 2016. Peter
was a Firefighter/EMT with the East
Millinocket Fire Department. Over the
course of 16 years he had worked his way
up in the department, from a volunteer to
his latest position, in charge of EMS
training and vehicle maintenance.

Clang - Clang - Clang - Clang - Clang
The ringing of the bell, three repetitions

of five bells, represents the last alarm for a
firefighter who has died. It is a moving
experience, carried
out in the silence of
the funeral, against
the backdrop of the
muted sobs of the
grievingparticipants.
Looking around, you are reminded that
Peter was not only a public safety provider,
but also a husband, father, brother and
friend. You are also reminded that every
community in Maine has, or someday may
have, their Peter Larlee: a dedicated public
safety professional who has made helping
people in need their final calling.

Clang - Clang - Clang - Clang - Clang
Maine has thousands of public safety

personnel who respond to hundreds of
thousands of calls for help every year.
Emergency medical personnel, police, fire,
dispatchers; they provide a protective
blanket to Maine citizens by helping during
your medical emergencies, putting out
your fires, protecting you from crime,
providing comfort and instructions while
you wait for help to arrive. They are on
duty 24 hours a day, 365 days a year,
whether volunteer or paid. They respond
when you are sick, scared and angry, and
have witnessed and experienced things that

you can’t imagine on your worst day. They
frequently miss Christmas, Thanksgiving
and other special events with their families
that some of you take for granted.

Penobscot County dispatch to East
Mill 5702……….

The stillness in the church is broken
by the static of the dispatch radio,
broadcasting a call to the fallen public
safety provider. The silence that follows
that radio call is utterly heartbreaking.
You never get used to these final alarms
and broadcasts, no matter how stoic you
think you are. It tears at your very core,
both because it represents the loss of a
friend and co-worker, but it also reminds

us of the inherent
danger that comes with
the public safety career.

Penobscot County
dispatch to East Mill
5702……….

The dispatcher repeats the call, as if this
desperate plea will somehow produce an
answering response, miraculously
reversing the tragedy that brought us here
today. Again, the silence is heartbreaking.

I would encourage you to reach out to
your local public safety providers. Take the
time to get to know them, hear their stories,
and learn about the public safety system in
your community. Then, call the EMS
Memorial & Education site, (207) 480-3104,
and listen to EMS providers, doctors, nurses,
educators, and administrators talking about
our EMS system in Maine and their role in
it. You can also hear from the families and
friends of the EMS providers who have been
killed in the line of duty in Maine.

Penobscot County dispatch
broadcasting the final alarm for Captain
Peter Larlee, East Millinocket Fire
Department. On behalf of a grateful
community, thank you for your service.
May you rest in peace.

“On behalf of a grateful
community, thank you for your
service. May you rest in peace.”
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