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Edgecomb Fire & EMS Chief Roy Potter (second row, far left) proudly joined his crew

members for a group portrait at the station last December.

In their small town, whose 1,300
residents are spread over about 24

square miles, the small but dedicated
crew of Edgecomb First Responders is
part of the local Fire Department.

“It’s all about neighbors helping
neighbors,” said the town’s Fire and
EMS Chief Roy Potter.

Roland Abbott, one of Edgecomb’s two
licensed Paramedics, is the service’s
EMS coordinator. As a non-transport
agency, Edgecomb’s trained first
responders and EMTs respond to the
scene of a call to assess the situation,
stabilize the patient, communicate
information and provide assistance once
mutual aid arrives. As local familiar
faces, they may ride along if transport is
necessary, to provide additional comfort
to the patient.

“Though some of our people do shift
work, daytime coverage is tough in this
sleeper community, where there are mostly
retired folks around and working people
travel to jobs out of town,” said Potter.

At the time he came on board as chief
in 2008, he adds, his predecessor was the
lone licensed EMS responder. Over time,
that situation has slowly been addressed,
and the First Responder roster will soon
number a half dozen. As of late April, the
five currently licensed individuals had

responded to 39 calls in 2016.
Many of the calls are located at the ill-

fated intersection of routes 1 and 27,
where accidents are prone to occur,
Abbott noted. Edgecomb is also home to
the Smith Preserve, where outdoor
enthusiasts occasionally suffer mishaps
on the 900 acres of walking trails.

“We do our best to be prepared for
anything,” Potter and Abbott agreed. And
they are happy to lend and receive mutual
aid whenever necessary. This past winter,
Edgecomb Fire and First Responder
personnel were part of a team including
Wiscasset Ambulance Service, Boothbay
Region Ambulance Service, Boothbay
Fire Department, and the Lincoln County
Sheriff’s Department, who worked
together to extricate an Edgecomb man
after both his legs became pinned in a
tractor equipment malfunction.

The public is invited to stop by the
Lincoln County Fire Chiefs’ Association
EMS Week county-wide Open House,
which will take place at the Edgecomb
Fire Station on May 18. More details can
be found on their FaceBook page.

“And anyone who would like to learn
more about becoming involved as an
Edgecomb firefighter or first responder
is welcome to come by the station and
talk with us anytime,” said Potter.
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