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Bring old-fashionedChristmas caroling to your neighborhood
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Christmas carols help set the mood for the holiday
season. Such songs are played in stores to create festive
atmospheres for shoppers, and many families play
seasonal music as they decorate their homes for the
holidays.

Carols were first sung in Europe thousands of years ago
during Winter Solstice celebrations. When Christian
holidays replaced many of the pagan celebrations,
Christian holiday carols replaced the earlier songs.

Before Christmas carols were sung by the general
public, they were enjoyed during church services, when
they sometimes were performed by official carol singers.
However, new carols became popular during the
Victorian era, when many ordinary people took to the
streets to share holiday joy with others through the gift
of song. Wassail, a thick, hot and spiced beverage, often
kept carolers warm, and soon wassailing and caroling
became intertwined.

Although carols and other songs are still popular forms
of entertainment at school concerts and some religious
group events, the classic tradition of carolers going door-
to-door has largely fallen by the wayside. But those who
want to bring back this once beloved tradition can take
the following steps to do just that.

— Find a caroling group leader. It helps to have
someone who has a sense of musicality and pitch to lead
the caroling. Carols are usually sung a capella, so you’ll
need a strong singer to guide others and keep them in
tune. Recruit a theater or music student or even a
member of your church choir. Fill out the rest of the
carolers with volunteers who have moderate to strong

singing abilities. Of course, you can accept anyone, as it’s
more about sharing the joy rather than having a pitch-
perfect group.

— Choose a neighborhood to visit. Select an established
neighborhood where there are likely to be many families
and even seniors who will be most receptive to carolers.
Place fliers in the mailboxes alerting residents of your
caroling plans for those who want to be home to enjoy the
free show.

— Promote your plans if you want a larger crowd. If
you want to make the caroling a big event, promote your
plans in the local newspaper or in a community bulletin.
This way everyone in the community can take in the
caroling show.

— Choose a handful of well-known songs to sing. Your
audience will appreciate easily recognizable songs they
can sing along with if they choose.

— Print lyric sheets. Although the lyrics to popular
songs are widely known, it helps to have them handy if
carolers forget verses. Keep extra copies on hand in case
others want to join the caroling group.

— Get a sponsor. If you live in a rural area and
caroling door-to-door is impractical, see if a local
retailer will let you carol outside of his or her store
or business. Doing so can set the holiday mood and
may generate free advertising and increased business
for sponsors.

— Involve youth groups. Kids love the holiday, so
including them in your caroling efforts can bring smiles
to many faces. Speak with local youth groups to
determine if their members may want to join in your
efforts to spread holiday cheer.

MAKE A CHILD’S FIRST HOLIDAY SPECIAL
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A
baby’s life is filled with
milestones. First smiles, first
steps and first words are just a
few of the moments parents will

treasure.
A baby’s first holiday season is another

special time to cherish. Shoppers seeking
gifts to make a baby’s first holiday special
have many clever, cute and functional
items to choose from. Several of these gifts
can become keepsakes to be tucked into
memory boxes for growing kids to look at
later in life.

Christmas pajamas
What better way to await for the arrival

of Christmas than in a pair of snuggly
pajamas? Send pajamas ahead of
Christmas Day so that new parents will
have plenty of adorable photo
opportunities as their baby boy or girl
tears open the gifts. Stores stock several
different fun and festive prints, or look
into pajamas that can be personalized.

Photo print package
Photography packages can involve the

entire expanding family and will catalog
special moments in time. Purchase studio
or on-location time with a private
photographer, or use one of the popular
photography chains found in malls and
department stores.

Personalized framed print
Commemorate the first holiday season

with your child by getting a print made
with his or her name and age. Leave a
space on the print so that the child’s
parents can customize it even further with
their son or daughter’s footprints. Include

a matted frame and child-safe ink or paint
to complete the gift.

Keepsake ornament
Some families embrace the tradition of

adding a new ornament to their Christmas
trees each year. Purchase an ornament for
the new baby with the year so he or she
can join in the tradition.

Crochet or knit blanket
Crafty individuals can make a blanket

that the newest addition to the family can
enjoy during the chilly days of winter.
These blankets often become treasured
keepsakes that may be passed down
throughout the family or kept tucked away
for kids so they can give them to their own
children once they start their own
families.

Rocking horse
Babies don’t wait long before they start

to run around and climb. A classic rocking
horse makes for a fun baby gift, and
rocking horses come in many different
styles. If you are the family carpenter, you
can even purchase some unfinished wood
from a craft store and then make this into
a homemade gift your favorite little guy or
gal will always cherish.

Piggy bank
Foster good saving habits by gifting a

personalized piggy bank. Get kids off on
the right foot by depositing a few dollars
into the bank before giving the gift.
A new baby brings many changes and fun
experiences. Gift-givers can make a baby’s
first holiday season one filled with joy and
whimsy with creative gift ideas.
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Thoughtful gifts can make this first holiday season one of joy for new children in the family.

Sending greeting cards an essential holiday tradition formany

THINKSTOCK
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Greeting cards are a popular method of
correspondence throughout the year.
Cards are purchased for birthdays,
graduations and milestone events. One of
the more popular times of the year to find
cards purchased and sent in bulk is during
the holiday season.

The Greeting Card Association claims
1.6 billion Christmas card units (including
boxed cards) are purchased for Christmas.
Many people consider sending cards
essential to their holiday traditions.

Here are some statistics on greeting
cards and ways to improve upon your
Christmas card sending process.
• Women purchase an estimated 80

percent of all greeting cards and will spend
more time choosing a card than men.
• The vast majority of individually

purchased cards are between $2 and $4 in
price. Christmas card economy is found by
purchasing boxed cards in bulk.
• The visual design of a greeting card is

the first to capture a person’s attention,
but the saying within will have a greater
impact. Consider purchasing cards that
are blank inside so you can add your own
personalized sentiments.
• For the perfect balance of imagery

and verse, try a photo greeting card.
This way you can customize both the
image and the wording. They’re even
effective for business correspondence.
Simply use a picture of your office

team or other workers in place of a
family photo.
• Personalized cards need to be

purchased early to allow for production.
Try to get your orders in by early
November to leave you time to address and
mail them.
• Buy extra cards than you think you

need. This way you can send reciprocal
greetings to a person who has mailed you a
card this year.
• If you want your card to stand out from

the masses, consider sending it separately
from the big holidays. Thanksgiving or
New Year’s cards can be unique.
• Try your hand at creating your own

greeting cards from papercrafting
materials. You also can embellish ready-
made greeting cards with stamps, glitter,
stickers, and other customized effects.
• Keep a database of addresses saved on

your computer. Then you can print
address labels and save much time hand-
addressing Christmas cards. Your address
list can later be customized for other
friend or family events.
• Check the postage of your card. Oddly

shaped envelopes or even square cards
may require extra postage because they
could be processed by hand at postal
facilities.

The Greeting Card Association says that
even though many people use digital
means of communication, greeting card
traditions are still popular and even are
being adopted by today’s youth.


